
INT. MATTEL OFFICE - DAY

CECILY Strong and KEENAN Thompson stand before interns PETE 
Davidson, DONALD Glover, and HEIDI Gardner. The office is 
decorated head to toe BARBIE!

CECILY
Hi guys, welcome to your first day 
as interns at Mattel the Barbie 
Division. You’re all here because 
of your interest in toy marketing, 
or in Barbie herself. We take the 
Barbie brand here very seriously. 
I’ll let the Senior VP of Barbie 
Social Media elaborate more on 
that. 

KEENAN
Who is Barbie? Barbie is fun. 
Barbie works hard and plays 
thoughtfully. She has one 
boyfriend. She is impossible. She 
is girl to the max. Barbie is 
current. You understand?  

CECILY
Yes, exactly. And last year we 
launched her very popular instagram 
account which allows her to connect 
with her fans online. Now you three 
will be helping out with the 
captions.

KEENAN
Why don’t we give it a try?

Between Keenan and Cecily is a tall digital screen. Keenan 
clicks a remote and onto the screen pops a picture of Barbie 
holding a FRUITY DRINK and holding a CLUTCH PURSE.

CECILY
What would be a fun caption for 
this post? Tamera?

HEIDI
Mmmm. Love my juice and my 
chocolate bar.

KEENAN
(his temper already 
getting the best of him)

That’s not a chocolate bar. That’s 
a clutch.
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CECILY
(calming)

It’s fine.
(to Pete)

You. What would you write here?

PETE
(matter of fact)

I’m holding a chocolate bar.

KEENAN
I swear to god...

CECILY
Michael, sweetie, he just told you 
it’s a clutch.

PETE
Oh, ok. Then. Oh no. I forgot my 
clutch.

KEENAN
She’s holding the clutch.

PETE
Oh. Then where’s her chocolate bar.

KEENAN
There never was one!

CECILY
Alright, never mind. What about 
you?

Donald stares intense and dramatic as all hell.

DONALD
I can’t shake that image of that 
girl getting hit by that car. 4 
years ago outside of my Dream 
House. Anyway, I was holding a 
chocolate bar, like this one.

KEENAN
Listen to me, boy. Barbie never 
witnessed such a thing. That sort 
of thing does not happen outside of 
Barbie’s house.

CECILY
Bernard, calm down. It’s ok. Let’s 
just- we’ll do another picture. 
Tamera, what’s your caption?
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Keenan clicks his remote, and the picture on the large screen 
changes. This one of Barbie sitting on the edge of her bed. 
Phone to her ear. And a small toy dog at her bedside.

HEIDI
Hi. It’s Barbie. I can’t find my 
dog.

Keenan, dumbfounded, slowly points to the dog in the picture.

KEENAN
The dog is right there. At her 
feet.

HEIDI
Yeah, but she’s not seeing it.

CECILY
Alright... Michael, what’s your 
caption.

PETE
I’m Barbie.

CECILY
She’s answering the phone saying 
‘I’m Barbie’?

PETE
(’duh’)

No. She’s just thinking it.

KEENAN
So, she picked up the phone, held 
it to her face and mouth, and 
thought ‘I’m Barbie’?

PETE
Yes. Exactly. She’s practicing.

KEENAN
Practicing what? Thinking that 
she’s Barbie?!

CECILY
Ok let’s move on. Ok Jason, your 
caption?

DONALD
Hey, I’m so sorry to do this but I 
won’t be able to come to the party, 
I just can’t. I got all dressed up, 
but I just can’t shake this funk 
I’m in. I’m freaking out. 

(MORE)
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I’m back to thinking about that 
girl from four years ago. I know it 
sounds crazy but I think she was 
trying to tell me something. I’m 
sorry. I’m stuck. Anyway give me a 
call when you can. Oh I’m sorry 
this is Barbie, but you already 
knew that. You have caller ID. I’m 
so stupid. Good bye.

KEENAN
So. Young man. You are suggesting 
that Barbie would not only miss a 
party. But that she’s traumatized 
by something that I just told you 
never happened to her?

DONALD
I think addressing the trauma is 
important, it’s a discussion that 
needs to be had. 

KEENAN
Not by Barbie. Not. By. Barbie.

CECILY
Bernard breathe; remember your 
condition. Ok let’s just do another 
one, but I’ll show you what we have 
in mind. “Beautiful sunset in 
Malibu.” You see?

A final image clicks onto the screen. Barbie with her back to 
the camera. Her hair in a long braid, hand on her hip staring 
into the sunset over the ocean.

PETE, DONALD, HEIDI
(in agreement)

Ok, yeah sure, I like it, (etc)

CECILY
Ok go for it.

HEIDI
It’s almost not night anymore.

CECILY
Oh my god. Ok. And you?

PETE
Is that Barbie?

DONALD (CONT'D)
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CECILY
Is that Barbie in the picture? Of 
course that’s Barbie.

PETE
Oh. I didn’t recognize her back. In 
that case- “I’m Barbie. This is 
just my back.”

DONALD
Now me. I overheard a woman at the 
supermarket say the strangest 
thing. She said “there goes Barbie. 
Poor thing, she doesn’t know she’s 
a toy created by a corporation. 
Silly thing has never wondered 
where the car or the house came 
from. And the truth is I’d never 
thought of those things. Until 
today. Today is the first and very 
last day of my life.

Keenan and Cecily are speechless.

KEENAN
Ok I’m really trying to wrap my 
brain around this. You’re 
suggestion that Barbie finds out 
that she’s a toy in the 
supermarket. And then she has some 
sort of identity crisis that drives 
her to suicide? 

DONALD
It’s the only way she can be free. 

KEENAN
Ok Deidre, I’m going to close my 
eyes and when I open them I want 
all three of them out of the 
building. 

CECILY
Yes, yes, and I’m going to leave my 
eyes open and make sure that 
happens for him. Well, leave.

The interns get up and leave.

CECILY (CONT’D)
Alright, you can open your eyes. 
They’re gone.

5.

(c) 2018 NBC Universal
For Educational Purposes Only

For 
Edu

ca
tio

na
l P

urp
os

es
 O

nly



KEENAN
Thank you. 

CECILY
(pointing to the photo on 
the screen)

Alright so we’re going to go with 
the “I’m Barbie this is my back” 
right?

KEENAN
Oh definitely. It gets to the 
point.

CECILY
That’s good.

OUT.
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